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Today’s Diversions 


This is no mere theoretical dilemma but actually our Church faces a single continuous 
problem — How to adapt or give unity to the never changing principles of God’s plan of 


Salvation, with the ever changing conditions in both habits and conventions in today’s race 
for diversions. 
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BRPiDORE AL 


“Christian” — Do We 


Honor the Name? 


“And the disciples were called Christians first 
mm Antioch.” Acts 11:26. 


“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 
Exodus 20:7. 


“Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus 
saith the Lord God; I do not this for your sakes, 
O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s sake, 
which ye have profaned among the heathen, 
whither ye went. And I will sanctify my great 
name, . . . which ye have profaned in the 


midst of them.” Ezekiel 36:22,23. 
* * * * * 


How many of us act like Christians when 
confronted with the exasperating situations 
which arise as a part of daily living? How many 
show by our reactions that we are Christians 
when confronted with evil? How many of us 
live like Christians when we are alone? 


These questions are directed to our own con- 
sciences because we believe for entirely too many 
of us there is a vast difference between pro- 
fession and action. 


We may be familiar with the prayer of the 
little girl: “Oh Lord, please make more people 
Christians and make more Christians nice.” 
This childish prayer is the reflection of a situa- 
tion all too common, because in daily contacts 
so often we are not as sweet and “nice” as Chris- 
tians should be. 


All of us who call ourselves Christians should 
engage in a prayer-directed searching of our 
hearts. Let us consider our actions and reactions 
in the light of what we know Christ would have 
us do. 


How did I react when that thoughtless driver 
splashed mud on me? What did I say when 
that neighbor let his dog damage my flower 
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bed? What did bystanders hear when I was 
treated discourteously on the street? How did 
1 react to those complaints, justified and un- 
justified, about the work I had done? What 
did I feel and retort when a busybody told me 
of the unkind remark of someone? 


These and dozens of other questions can 
be asked by us, depending on our own personal 
situation. And, if we are honest with ourselves 
and with our God we must answer that only 
too often that which we have said and done 
has dishonored that Holy Name which we as 
Christians bear. 

For instance, the writer believes that true 
Christian race relations will be furthered by 
all Christians, white and Negro, reacting to 
each other with exactly the same love, considera- 
tion and courtesy which we ourselves would 
appreciaie from others. From such basic mutual 
attitudes of Christian love it is not difficult to 
go on to the solution of more complex social 
problems. 


Probably the surest (and the easiest) way to 
proceed in the matter of acting and living like 
Christians is to start each day saturated with 
prayer and a reading of some portion of God’s 
Word. From that beginning we should ask His 
presence and help and then as different prob- 
lems and contacts with others arise to ask our 
hearts what Christ would do in similar circum- 
stances. If we do this we believe others will 
see His likeness in our lives. 


If all of us act as Christians should act the 
world will see a winsomeness in the name Chris- 
tian which is only too often lacking today and 
it would be a wonderful witness for the trans- 
forming power of Christ in our lives. 


But, even in this Satan will place a pitfall. 
Our Lord has told us to let our light so shine 
before men that they may see our good works 
and then glorify Him. God forbid that we 
should ever try to steal His glory. We believe 
there is a “Satanic sweetness” to be found in 
the world - a definite bid to win the acclaim 
of man under the pretext of personal goodness. 
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Let us beware of this as we would the plague, 
and let us pray that those with whom we come 
in daily contact may see reflected in our lives 
the fruits of the Spirit—those things which we 
do not have of ourselves—-things which glorify 
the living Christ Whose Holy Name we bear. 
L.N.B. 





What Do You ThinkP 


One of the gravest problems confronting the 
Church is how her influence shall be exercised 
in the world for righteousness. 


With considerable variations there are two 
main philosophies having to do with this prob- 
lem. 


The first is that the Church should concen- 
trate on winning souls to Christ and in develop- 
ing them in their Christian living so that they 
as redeemed men and women shall then exercise 
their influence on society as Christian citizens. 


The second, while not ruling out the first, 
would go much further and insist that the 
Church, as the Church, should enter the lists 
on social, ethical, moral and spiritual issues. 


This Journal, holding chiefly to the first 
philosophy, recognizes at the same time that 
there may be issues having to do primarily with 
moral and spiritual problems where a corporate 
witness is needed. 


But, we have the profound conviction that 
there are limits, both as to objectives and 
methods, beyond which the Church should not 
pass. 

What are those limits? Is there not some 
sound basic policy which should guide the 
Church? Should the Church ever use agents 
to lobby for specific legislation? What are the 
limits beyond which Protestantism would find 
herself using the Church as a political bludgeon? 
Should the “constituted authorities” of the 
Church, or her organizations, speak authorita- 
tively for the Church on matters not delegated 
to them? 


These and many other implications need dis- 
cussion, particularly as our last General As- 
sembly has referred this matter to our Perma- 
nent Committee on Inter-Church Relations for 
study. 





We are opening the columns of this Journal 
to a general discussion of this matter. Letters 
should be limited to 100 words. If articles are 
submitted they must be short. 

What do you think? 


The Editors. 


ANGLERS 


(From “New Testament Evangelism” 


by Wade C. Smith) 
Lesson No. 148 


FISHING WITH THE WORD (Continued) 


Our human reasonings are throttled down by 
many limitations, “but the Word of God is 
not bound,” as Paul, with shackled hands and 
in prison, wrote to Timothy. Every soul-winner 
should read frequently the 2nd chapter of 2nd 
Timothy; it is teeming with richest help and 
counsel for those who would learn how to deal 
with lost men to save them. 





There is another reassuring thing about the 
use of Scripture in soul-winning: it is definite 
and positive. It is direct affirmation. There is 
a forthright answer for every objection or excuse 
or question. Nor does one have to be thor- 
oughly versed in all the Bible to wield this in- 
vincible weapon. Of course, the more familiar 
the soul-winner is with his Bible the more read- 
ily he can bring its incisive passages to bear 
fittingly upon the case in hand; but a few well- 
chosen statements of Scripture are sufficient to 
begin with. The clear outline of the Plan of 
Salvation was given in Lesson No. 146, covered 
by only a dozen verses. Answers to practically 
all objections can also be covered by a few 
selected passages. On page XVII of the Testa- 
ment For Fishers Of Men appear seventeen ob- 
jections which are commonly offered by those 
resisting the Gospel invitation, these practically 
covering the whole range of excuses one may 
encounter. They are copied here, with “God's 
answers” (not man’s), as shown by the passages 
noted. It is recommended that these also be 
read in the daily “Morning Watch” until the 
soul-winner is perfectly familiar with them. 


God’s Answers To Objections 


1. I would have to give up too much. 
Mark 8:36 - Rom. 8:32 
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fear I could not hold out. 


1.Cor.10:13 - Heb.4:15,16 
Jas.4:13,14 


3. I will wait a little. 


1. | am waiting to “feel right.” 
John 5:24 - Matt.9:9 
5. I have sinned away my chance. 
Mark 2:17 - John 6:37 
6. I have tried but failed. 
l.John 1:9 - Phil.1:6 
7. I am better than some church people. 
Luke 16:15 - Jas.2:10 
8. There are hypocrites in the church. 
Rom. 14:12 - Rom. 2:1-4 
9. How can I learn to believe? 
John 7:17 - John 1:12 


10. How may I know that I am saved? 
l.John 4:13 - Rom.8:16 


11. Scientific theories have troubled me. 
1.Tim.6:20 - 1.Cor.2:5 


Mark 10:29,30 
Phil.4:19 


12. My relatives oppose it. 


13. I am afraid I will come to want. 


14. I cannot believe what I cannot understand. 
1.Cor.2:9-16 - John aoi7 

15. I cannot make a full surrender to Christ. 
Luke 9:24.25 


I 


». The Christian life is too hard. 
Matt.11:30 - 1.John 5:3 


17. When no reply is made. Heb.2:3 - Rom.6:23 


\s you read these passages, many of which 
you may have been familiar with since child- 
hood, they may not seem to have the striking 
power necessary to meet the situation. They 
may not thrill or startle you as you feel they 
ought to do if they are going to work such a 
change in your prospect. Remember, however, 
that your prospect hears these words from a 
status different from your own. The words 
“condemned already” in John 3:18 do not make 
you shrink with fear, because you have con- 
fessed your Saviour; but. they must strike terror 
to the man who is refusing to believe. Remem- 
ber, too, that the power of the Holy Ghost is 
in them. Your part is simply to repeat them, 
or to see that they get under the eye of an 
unsaved man. It is the Holy Spirit’s part to 
drive the truth into his inner consciousness with 
convicting power. 


(Next lesson: “Group organization for 


Personal Evangelism). 


Recommend The Journal Te Friends 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, July 22, Acts 16:13-15. On Paul's 
second missionary journey God _ providentially 
led him to Troas (vv.6-8). From there the Lord 
called him to Europe (vv.9-10). In what way 
can you see God's providence at work after 
Paul arrived in Philippi (vv.11-15)? Have you 
ever had the Lord open and shut doors in 
your life that you might be placed in a position 
where you could be of special help to someone 
else? What facts can you gather about Lydia 
from reading vv.13-15? Does she seem to be the 
kind of person God would use to help establish 
a new Christian work (vv.13-15,40) ? What 
qualities that you see in the life of Lydia has 
God put in your life that you might further 
His cause in your church? 


Monday, July 23, IT Timothy 3:14-17. Under- 
line each of the characteristics in vv.2-5 that 
represent too much of our church life today. 
Timothy’s early training seemed to buttress his 
faith as he faced unbelief and indifference in 
his ministry (vv.14-15). What was it in Tim- 
othy’s training that held him true (vv.15-17) ? 
Is the study of the Scriptures part of the regular 
training of your child? Is a failure to read the 
Bible regularly one reason for your slipping 
into temptation (vv.16-17)? While being a 
true Christian is not an easy life (vv.10-12), it 
is a sane and happy life (1:7). 


Tuesday, July 24, Romans 16:1-2. Paul, the 
theologian and thinker, had many friends from 
the ordinary walks of life. Read through the 
16th chapter and list the various titles given 
to each of the people mentioned. Who were 
they? What relation did they have to Paul? to 
his work? How many of them were women? 
How did Paul feel toward them? Phoebe 
(16:1-2) was probably the one who delivered 
this letter to the Roman Church. The duties 
of deaconesses were evidently about the same 
as those of deacons. Compare I Timothy 3:11 
with I Timothy 3:8-10. What functions could 
deaconesses fill in the Church today? 


Wednesday, July 25, Romans 16:1-2. Notice 
the two facts that are stated about Priscilla and 
Aquila in vv.3-4, and then turn to Acts 18:1-3, 
18,26 for more information about them. What 
relation did they have to Paul in his work? 
Paul mentions them as companions in I Cor. 
16:19. He thinks of them when in prison and 
about to die (II Tim. 4:19). Observe Priscilla 
and Agquila’s relation to each other (Acts 
18:2). There is no place in the New Testament 
where one is mentioned without the other. In 
what ways can you and your wife, husband, 
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child, etc., work together as a team in the Lord’s 
service? 

Thursday, July 26, Hebrews 11:8-12. Turn 
back to Genesis 12:1-9; 15:5-22:1-13 and review 
the three incidents that reveal Abraham’s faith. 
What observation does Hebrews 11:15 make 
about Abraham’s departing to the Promised 
Land? What seems to have been a basic char- 
acteristic of the men of faith mentioned in 
vv.10,13,14,162 Life became meaningful to 
Abraham and re: as they kept their eyes on 
God (vv.8-12, 17, 19). This attitude is well- 
pleasing in God’s sight (vv.2,6,16). Do you find 
your Christian life meaningless because you fail 
to look upon yourself as a sojourner in this life 
and do not keep your eyes upon your perma- 
nent home? 


Friday, July 27, Psalm 103:13-19. The 
Psalmist is speaking of God’s mercies to those 
who sincerely love Him (vv.13,17-18) but who 
are also only too conscious of their own sins 
and shortcomings (vv.9-12). Formulate a state- 
ment that summarizes the central thought of 
vv.8-19. Could v.13 be a key verse? How do 
vv.8-10 point up the concept of God as a heaven- 
ly Father? Consider the dimensions mentioned 
in vv.11-12. When God forgives sins, He for- 
gets them. What does God remember about our 
natures (v.14)? How is God’s mercy contrasted 
to the brevity of man’s life (vv.15-17)? The 
mercies and kindnesses of God have been pur- 
chased for us through the life blood of His own 
Son. If God forgets our confessed sins and re- 
members only that we are made of dust what 
should our attitude be toward those that sin 
against us? 

Saturday, July 28, Matt. 24:42-51. <A chief 
emphasis in the New Testament’s teaching on 
Christ’s return is that it will be sudden and 
unexpected. It is compared to the day of Noah 
(vv.37-39) . With vv.37-39 read Genesis 6:5-7:10 
and picture how life was moving and the sud- 
denness of the deluge. What do the pictures 
of vv.40-41 add? What, then, should be the 
attitude of the Christian (vv.42-43)? How 
should the Christian’s expectancy of the return 
of Christ affect his daily behavior (vv.45-51) ? 
What attitude tends to cause a Christian to 
behave unseemly (v.48)? What is the dis- 
position of the apres who is ready for 
Christ’s return (v.46)? Does the expectancy of 
Christ’s coming affect ‘your daily behavior? 
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God’s Omnipresence and 
Christian Missions 
By George S. Lauderdale 


God is living today! The Giver of Life to 
others, He also preserves men from perishing: 
that we are alive shows that He is not dead. 
The heathen must be told that God is due 
their thanks, “seeing he giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things.” Acts 17:25. God’s mes- 
sage to vain Greeks at Athens, who ignorantly 
worshipped idols, was that in Him man lives, 
moves, and has his being. 


God is everywhere: men therefore cannot hide 
their sins. David did the only sensible thing 
after transgressing the law, when he said, 
“Against thee, thee only have I sinned, and 
done this evil in thy sight.” Psalm 51:4. God 
loves to hear sinners confess, for in this way 
they not only affirm belief in His holiness, will- 
ingness to forgive and ability to do so through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, but also in His being 
in all places and seeing all things. 


Idol Worship Wicked 


Idolatry is sin inasmuch as God is spirit, 
present everywhere. Every fact God has shown 
us about Himself is a call to misstonary ac- 
tivity! If God were, or were pictured by, images 
which millions are worshipping, He could not 
be everywhere, as the Bible declares. “If I ascend 
up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my 
bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me.” Psalm 139:8-10. 


No locality can claim the true omnipresent 
God, as Ephesus did Diana. His being in every 
place is constant evidence that He loves all 
men equally, and is no respecter of persons. 
“But will God in very deed dwell with men 
on the earth?” exclaimed Solomon. “Behold, 
heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain thee; how much less this house which I 
have built!” II Chronicles 6:18. 


God No Man’s Property! 


When men forget the words of the Lord 
Jesus Christ that God is a Spirit and must be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth, they erect 
shrines and entice the gullible to these places. 
Pilgrims pay high fees, false prophets and local 
merchants grow rich, and God is dishonored. He 
refuses to be bartered with: He will gtve bless- 
ings to penitent men anywhere, but is under 
no obligation to be the patron deity of Jeru- 
salem, Sychar, Rome, Salt Lake City, Mecca, 
Guadalupe! God has made the Ganges River 
not one whit more sacred than the waters of 
the Mississippi, nor the Jordan holier than the 
Congo. 
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Christ said His Father is seeking true wor- 
shippers, men who will not try to localize Him. 
John 4:23. Again, it is written that the eyes 
of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to show Himself strong in the be- 
half of them whose heart is perfect toward Him. 
If God were not as He is, there would be no 
basis of Christian missions. 


Salvation Offered All 


World evangelization is rooted in the being 
of God, and since He cannot change, the task 
is perpetually binding! Witnessing for Jesus 





Christ is the work awaiting Christians their 
every waking hour. 


Because God is everywhere, He can invite all, 
whether they be in the eastern or western hem- 
ispheres, northern or southern, to draw near 
to Him and He will draw near to them. In this 
truth then is comfort for men in jails, hospitals, 
far-flung military or missionary posts: believe 
what the Bible says about God for the best 
life! “The Lord is nigh unto all them that 
call upon him, to all that call upon him in 
truth.” Psalm 145:18. Whosoever shall call 
upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved. 





Billy Graham Crusade 
In Oklahoma City 


The Greater Oklahoma City Billy Graham 
Crusade closed July 1 in Owen Stadium 
at Norman, Oklahoma. Owen _ Stadium, 
located just twenty miles South of Oklahoma 
City, is the home field of the University of 
Oklahoma football team. 50,000 persons were 
in attendance at this great closing service in 
spite of a near-100 degree temperature and in- 
tense traffic congestion on all highways leading 
to the massive football stadium. There were 
1,335 decisions for Christ at the final meeting. 


All told during the four-week crusade, at- 
tendance totalled 501,000 and there were 7,148 
recorded decisions for Christ. Mr. Graham also 
spoke to 6,500 on the steps of the State capitol, 
1,000 at a special Indian day service, 5,000 in 
the Capitol Hill high school stadium and 28,000 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma on one of his Monday 
“rest nights.” 


Unique in the history of Billy Graham Cru- 
sades and also in the history of the State of 
Oklahoma, was the presentation of Bibles by 
Mr. Graham to 20 judges in Oklahoma City. 
Early in his crusade he spoke on the steps of 
the State Capitol and state employes were re- 
leased from their jobs for one hour to hear him. 


During his talk, he mentioned that “this 
Nation was founded under God and that there 
is a Bible to be found in every courtroom in 
America. As it turned out—to the embarrass- 
ment of Oklahoma City and State leaders—there 
weren't Bibles in every courtroom in America 
at least not in most Oklahoma City courtrooms. 
Two of the City’s lawyers, O. A. Cargill, Jr., 
and George Miskovsky, immediately started 
plans to get Bibles for every courtroom. They 
were joined in this endeavor by Dr. C. Ralston 
Smith, Chairman of the Crusade and Pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church, and his co-chairman 
Dr. Max Stanfield, pastor of the Putnam City 
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Baptist Church. The Bibles were purchased for 
six state district courts, three federal district 
courts, two common pleas courts, two county 
courts, the state supreme court, the state crim- 
inal court of appeals and five justice of the peace 
courts. 


Mr. Graham presented the Bibles to the 
judges in a special ceremony in the Oklahoma 
County Courthouse. Miskovsky, who is a State 
Senator, said he plans to introduce a bill in 
the next legislature to make it mandatory that 
witnesses in Oklahoma courts be required to 
swear with their hand on the Bible. The cur- 
rent practice demands only the raising of the 
right hand when taking the oath. 


“There is no profession more dependent upon 
the Word of God than the law profession,” Mr. 
Graham told the jurists at the presentation cere- 
monies. Each decision of a lawyer or judge 
is a moral one, and is a problem that must 
be faced. Everything in the Lord’s universe is 
dependent upon laws—the first of which were 
the Ten Commandments.” At the conclusion 
of his message the 20 judges marched by the 
platform of the Court’s largest courtroom to 
receive the Bible for their respective rooms. 

Speaking to the ministers of the area at a 
final Friday morning “Workshop on Evangel- 
ism” June 29, the evangelist told them that the 
responsibility of following-up these “babes in 
Christ” is now in their hands and that the 
success or failure of the crusade results depends 
entirely on them. Of those making decisions 
for Christ during the crusade, eighty per cent 
recorded that they do attend church regularly. 
This is higher than is true in most cities where 
crusades have been held. 


Another interesting facet of the Oklahoma 
City crusade was the translation of the evange- 
list’s sermons for the deaf. Each Tuesday and 
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Friday evenings as well as on Sundays, Rev. 
and Mrs. Eugene Meader were on hand to per- 
form this special service for the scores of deaf 
and these people would sing with their hands 
right along with everyone else during the open- 
ing song services. 


Police Sgt. John J. Byrd, in charge of the 27- 


man traffic detail directing traffic to and from 
Mr. Graham's services noted that the motorists 
were “almost 100 per cent courteous.” He has 
spent 14 years on the Oklahoma City police 
force, handling most major fairgrounds projects. 
“I'd go so far as to say it’s the safest place in the 
world during these meetings,” he said, “I've 
never seen a more polite group of drivers in 
my life.” Sgt. Byrd added: “It’s a pleasure to 
be out here because if a man has lost his faith 


in human nature, he can regain it. People don’t 
shout or cuss at one another and they wait for 
pedestrians.” 


Merchants noted an increase in business, and 
Pal Barnhart, comptroller for the local hotels, 
said registrations during the month of June had 
increased by at least 20 per cent with at least 
2,000 more guests this June coming to hear 
Billy Graham. 


Special trains came from all over the State 
and from Fort Worth, Texas, came a special 
that carried 375 passengers; from 20 to 60 char- 
tered buses were at the services each night. Sales 
of books by Mr. Graham and of Bibles were 
up about 1,000 per cent from a usual month 
according to the department store book section 
heads. 





What Man Needs Is Not 
Self - Confidence 


By Rev. Kennedy Smartt 


Living in a cave all alone, Benedict, for whom 
the Benedictine monks are named, sought to 
conquer the temptations of the world, only to 
find that even there he was at their mercy. In 
order to take his mind from them he made a 
bed of briars and thorns in which he would 
roll until his body was one great sore of pain 
and misery. Godric used to stand all night in 
an icy river seeking to calm his fiery temper, 
and a man named Cirita burned his flesh to the 
bone with red hot iron seeking to overcome 
his desire for a very beautiful woman, after he 
had sworn himself to a life of celibacy. 


These men were all deeply sincere in their 
attempts to conquer their temptations, and yet 
they failed as have so many others, because of 
a basic misunderstanding of the Word of God. 
The Bible does not teach that a man is able by 
the power of his own will to conquer the prob- 
lem of sin. The secret of overcoming victory 
in the Christian life is not in the bolstering 
of a man’s confidence in himself to try a little 
harder, but rather in his confidence in Jesus 
Christ as a Saviour who redeems not only from 
the guilt of sin, but its power as well. 


Self-confidence is deceptive. It actually is 
nothing more than trust in man. Hitler’s great 
mistake was that he rejected God and staked 
his hope in the power of man’s wisdom and 
strength to create a master race that could sub- 
due the rest of the world. The Bible says, 
“Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from the Lord.” (Jeremiah 17:5). And again 
it says, “Woe to the rebellious children, saith 
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the Lord, that take counsel, but not of me; and 
that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, 
that they may add sin to sin:” (Isaiah 30:1). 
Paul speaks of Christians as those who “ 

rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 
in the flesh.” (Philippians 3:3) . 


Self-contidence may also be mere confidence 
in the security of material riches or power. We 
lament to see so much of this in our nation 
today. So many seemingly self-confident people 
go all to pieces when their petty god of money 
fails them in a time of accident or illness, or 
family difficulty. “Lo, this is the man that 
made not God his strength; but trusted in the 
abundance of his riches, and strengthened him- 
self in his wickedness.” (Psalm 52:7). “ 

How hard it is for them that trust in riches to 
enter into the Kingdom of God.” (Mark 10: 
24b.) 


The Bible discourages self-confidence. “Seest 
thou a man wise in his own conceit? There is 
more hope of a fool than of him.” (Proverbs 
26:12). “Wherefore let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall.” (I Corinthians 
10:12). When Jesus told his disciples that soon 
they would all turn against him, Peter self confi- 
dently took him to task, denying that he would 
ever leave him. And Jesus, instead of commend- 
ing him for the victory of self-confidence, gently 
humbled him with the news that before the 
third crowing of the cock, he would have de- 
nied the Son of Man three times. (Matthew 
26:31ff.) Jesus did not exhort Peter to an exer- 
cise of more self-confidence. The answer to 
Peter’s problem was to be found in Peter’s com- 
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plete self-failure which would in turn result in 
a faith-confidence relationship to the risen Lord 
Jesus Christ. Peter’s ego had to be destroyed 
before the power of the Holy Spirit could be 
manifest in him. 


When a man is seeking help to overcome some 
difficult problem in his life, such as alcoholism 
for instance, an exhortation to more self-con- 
fidence is as absurd as telling a picture to paint 
itself. Alcoholics Anonymous will not even try 
to help an alcoholic unless he recognizes the 
existence of “a power greater than himself” 
upon whom he can rely for strength. Man’s help 
is not found in man himself, and were he left 
to his own devising, even though he attempt 
such things as did Benedict, Godric, and Cirita, 
he would surely fail. Self-confidence is not the 
answer. 


Jesus has told us the story of two builders, 
one whom he called “wise,” the other “foolish.” 
The difference between them was not in their 
craftmanship, their education, nor their stand- 
ing in society. It was far more basic than that. 
The foolish man had built his house upon the 
sand, while the wise man had built his house 
upon a rock. The first put his confidence in 
his house, the second in the foundation that sup- 





ported the house. And when the wild deluge 
of this world’s tempest beat upon the two houses, 
it was the house built upon the rock that was 
able to withstand the stormy blast. And like- 
wise it is not the life that is built upon self- 
confidence that shall be able to overcome, but 
rather that life which is anchored in faith in 
the overcoming power of Jesus Christ, the Rock 
of Ages. 


When temptations beset us and we seem pow- 
erless in our struggle against their wiles, when 
the weakness of our flesh discourages us to the 
point of despair, and when we have wearied 
of our vain trying to overcome through more 
confidence in self, we shall rejoice to hear that 
true victory comes through faith-confidence in 
Jesus Christ, who has redeemed us not only 
from the guilt of sin, but from its power and 
dominion as well. 


“To him that o’ercometh, God giveth a crown; 


Through faith we shall conquer, Though often 
cast down; 


He who is our Savior, Our strength will renew; 


Look ever to Jesus, He'll carry you through.” 





What Is Modernism 


By Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton 
Centerville, Alabama 


“In the last days mockers shall come with 
mockery, walking after their own lusts, and say- 
ing, Where is the promise of his coming? for, 
from the day that the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation.” II Peter 3:3-4. 


An article in a popular magazine recently 
said that the most irritating thing about the 
Russians today was their smugness. They had 
certain preconceived ideas about the West that 
were so deeply imbedded in their minds that 
it was impossible to make any impression on 
them with the truth. They had been told lies 
so consistently that the lies had become the 
truth to them, so that any attempt to contradict 
their false notions met with tolerant, smug, un- 
belief. They were sure that Westerners were 
lying about conditions in the West through pa- 
triotism, no matter how vehemently the truth 
was told them. 


A somewhat similar condition exists in Amer- 
ica regarding Modernism. The Modernist has 
a smug complacency about his beliefs. The 
Modernists in the theological seminaries have 
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taught him that theological conservatives are 
old-fashioned, ignorant, Bible-believers who 
either do not know the views of modern scholars, 
or who close their minds to the evidence against 
the Bible. When Conservative scholars write 
books in defense of the Bible these Modernists 
either ignore them or say that they are just 
ignorant of the results of “Modern scholarship!” 
The smug superiority of their certainty that “all 
reputable scholars are agreed that the newer 
views of the Bible (that is, the view that the 
Bible is filled with error and is just like any 
other human document) are the only views pos- 
sible for educated people,” can be very irritat- 
ing at times. It seems just impossible to break 
through their smug complacency with the evi- 
dence that the Bible is the trustworthy Word 
of the living God. 


On the other hand there is an equally irri- 
tating smugness among great sections of the 
evangelical churches about the theological situa- 
tion in the world today. They refuse to believe 
that Modernism offers any serious threat to the 
established churches in America. When we try 
to tell them that the official machinery of the 
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churches is largely in the hands of the Modern- 





ists, and that the control of most of the church 
organizations has already passed into the hands 
of the Modernists and those who vote with the 
Modernists, such people refuse to be alarmed. 
“Are they not good men?” they ask, “Are they 
not advocating Christian education and foreign 
missions and establishing new churches? Isn't 
there a greater interest in religion in America 
today than ever before? Aren’t these leaders in 
the churches advocating evangelism? Have they 
not all taken ordination vows to uphold the 
Bible as the Word of God? How can you say 
that such good men are either Modernists or 
under the control of Modernists?” It seems al- 
most impossible to arouse the church to the ter- 
rible danger of Modernism in the Christian 
Church in America today. 


But what do we mean by Modernism? It is 
difficult to define because there are so many 
varieties and shades of Modernism. Perhaps we 
could give an inclusive definition of Modern- 
ism by saying that it is any departure from the 
teaching that the Old and New Testaments are 
the Word of God. Such a definition means very 
little, however, because most Modernists would 
deny that they have departed from such a belief. 
They interpret their ordination vows to uphold 
the Scriptures as the Word of God, very broad- 
ly, and claim that they have a right to broad 
interpretations of the Word of God, broad 
enough to include most shades of Modernist 
belief. They will tell us, for example, that they 
hold to the spiritual meanings of the first chap- 
ters of Genesis, even though they do not believe 
the events recorded there ever actually hap- 
pened, and they will say that they still believe 
the Bible is the Word of God. It is necessary, 
therefore, to pinpoint their beliefs or lack of 
beliefs, in order to understand just what Mod- 
ernism is. 

Broadly speaking, Modernists differ from 
evangelicals in their beliefs on the following 
subjects: (1) The inspiration of the Bible. (2) 
The nature of man. (3) The character of the 
religion of the Old and New Testaments. (4) 
The way of salvation. (5) The Person of Christ. 
(6) The question of the Virgin Birth of Christ. 
(7) The nature of the resurrection of Christ. 
(8) The meaning of the other Biblical miracles. 
(9) The matter of the atonement of Christ. 
(10) The question of the brotherhood of man 
and the fatherhood of God. (11) The question 
of the future state of man after death. (12) 
The question of denominations, and church 
union. There are other points of difference be- 
sides these twelve points, but there is one funda- 
mental question that underlies all these and 
other points of difference, namely, the question 
of the validity of the higher critical views of 
the Old and New Testaments. This last ques- 
tion is all important, because a Modernist is 
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a Modernist largely because of a certain view 
of the claims of destructive higher criticism. 


Now let no one think that these questions 
are matters of indifference. It may be a mat- 
ter of indifference to me whether my neighbor 
buys a fur coat but if she charged it to my 
account and expected me to pay for it, it would 
not be a matter of indifference to me. I may 
think it is a matter of indifference whether the 
Book of Genesis was written by Moses or by 
Nehemiah until I realize that the Modernist 
is trying to convince me that the story of Adam 
and Eve is a myth and that my ancient ancestor 
was an anthropoid ape or a similar animal, and 
then I suddenly realize that these matters con- 
cern my soul's eternal destiny. 


You see if the Bible is unreliable mythology 
as the Modernists claim, then I may be kidding 
myself about life after death and eternal life. 
If the Bible is not trustworthy history, and 
Jesus Christ did not really rise from the grave, 
then as Paul said, we are of all men most 
pitiable because we are facing an eternity with- 
out the pledge of Christ’s knowledge of life 
after death. If I should become convinced that 
the stories of the New Testament are idle tales, 
my religious faith would evaporate and human- 
ly speaking I would become a materialist. 


With religious faith would go ethical stan- 
dards, for if the Bible is merely the same as 
any other work of literature, its ethics would 
be a human invention, not the divinely revealed 
law of God. So if I did not like the ten com- 
mandments there would be no reason why I 
should keep them if I could get away with 
breaking them. Is it not plain that these mat- 
ters are all important to us? They concern our 
soul’s eternal welfare. 

In the following articles it is my purpose to 
discuss these questions which are matters of 
dispute between the Modernist and the evan- 
gelical Christian. The Word of God tells us 
that we should be ready to give a reason for 
the hope that is in us. I will try to give reasons 
for the hope that is in us. It can’t be done in 
one article, so in this article we will just make 
a beginning. 

The evangelical believes that the Holy Spirit 
so guided and controlled the writers of the Old 
and New Testaments that what they wrote was 
true and the truth God wanted His people to 
have. The Bible as it was written in the original 
languages had no errors of any kind in it. The 
different writers used their own vocabulary, 
their own knowledge and their own style of 
writing, but the Holy Spirit kept them from 
writing what was untrue, and kept after them 
until they wrote all that God wanted them to 
write. After the Bible was written in the follow- 
ing centuries it was copied again and again. 
The copyists were honest and tried to make 
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exact copies, but a tew mistakes of copying crept 
into the text. Today, by the science of textual 
criticism we can eliminate almost all such errors 
of copying, and can be sure that the Hebrew 
and Greek texts of the Old and New Testa- 
ments respectively, are substantially the Word 
of God. 


The Modernists, almost to a man, hold a 
lower doctrine about the inspiration of the 
Bible. Some would say that the religious parts 
of the Bible are inspired, but the rest of it is 
full of errors. Others, like the Barthians, would 
say that God can use any portion of the Bible 
as the occasion for giving to a man His direct 
revelation, so that that part of the Bible be- 
comes the Word of God to him. The same por- 
tion, however, might leave another man cold 
and untouched, so it would not be the Word 
of God to him. They would reject the view 
that the Bible is the Word of God whether it 
is believed or not, whether it “finds” a person 
or leaves him cold. It only is the Word of 





God when it “finds” a person and inspires him. 
I think you can see that with such a view of 
the Bible it would be an item of no importance 
whether it was true or not. The Holy Spirit 
according to such a view might use falsehood 
as the vehicle by which the Word of God could 
“come” to a man. 


We reply to such a view of the Bible, that if 
we come to believe any part of the Bible to 
be false, that part will never “find” us, or be 
the Word of God for us. Only as long as it 
is believed to be true will it have any religious 
value to us. If we cannot trust the Bible when 
it speaks of historical events, how can we trust 
it when it speaks of heavenly things? Praise 
God, we can trust the Bible throughout, and 
we can believe it when it declares that “all 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness.” (II 
Tim. 3:16). Search the Scriptures, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR JULY 29 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Witnessing Through Suffering 


Background Scripture: Acts 12:1-5; I Peter 1; 4:12 - 5:14 


Devotional Reading: II Timothy 2:1-13 


It takes strength to be a Christian. The devil tries to make people believe that religion is 
for weaklings; women and children; not for manly men. (Some women are stronger than men, 
however). Paul, in II Timothy 2:1 exhorts Timothy to “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.” Some old saint said, “It takes all the grace that God can give, simply to live, my brother, 
simply to live.” To live in a time of persecution as these early Christians had to live, requires 


courage of the highest type. Many weak women 
proved their strength and courage in those try- 
ing days. Men and women of the Church of 
the Living God, the Church of Christ, must be 
brave, and train others to be brave. 


Paul illustrates this by three simple illustra- 
tions. First ,the Soldier : we must “endure hard- 
ness,” or “suffer hardship with me,” as a good 
soldier. The soldier does not expect an easy, 
soft time. When you enroll in the army you 
expect to obey orders; live in camp; train and 
drill daily; fight on the battlefield; be wound- 
ed, suffer, perhaps die. Second, the Athlete: 
in whatever sport he may engage he has to 
endure hardness, if he expects to win any prizes, 
or help win any games. He, too, must deny 
himself, keep fit, train daily, and contend earn- 
estly, putting everything he has into the race 
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or contest. Third, the Farmer: farming is no 
easy business. In the harvest field there is 
work to do. The hours are long; the sun is 
hot. Plowing and preparing the soil, planting 
the seed, reaping the grain, is no work for 
weaklings. It takes both brains and brawn to 
be a farmer. 


So it is with the Christian. Paul endured 
hardship after hardship. He gives us a list of 
these in II Corinthians, chapter eleven. He 
was a great worker and a good soldier, and 
ran the race as few have run. He had a crown 
awaiting him, won through being a good wit- 
ness for Christ through the things which he 
had suffered. We know little or nothing of this 
in our land. In some places Christians have 
to suffer persecution. About all we have to 
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endure are the common ailments and disap- 
pointments of life, and sometimes we murmur 
and complain when they come upon us. What 
would most of us do if we really had to suffer 
hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ? We 
live in comfortable, even beautiful homes; we 
ride to our work and to church in warm auto- 
mobiles; we worship in lovely churches and lis- 
ten to soft music and eloquent preaching: we 
do not know what real hardship is - most of 
us. When we are stretched upon a bed of 
sickness are we good witnesses for Christ? If we 
suffer, we shall reign, Where will be our crown, 
if we have no cross? 


I. James is Killed, and Peter Imprisoned: 
Acts 12:1-5. 


Here is a sample of the sort of persecution 
which came upon the church. There were thou- 
sands who were killed and many more impris- 
oned and persecuted. James, the brother of John 
was one of these martyrs. We know of Stephen 
and others. In fact, all the apostles were killed, 
or exiled, according to history and tradition. 
Peter had been in prison before, with John. 
Persecution became even worse later on when 
Christians were burned at the stake and thrown 
to wild beasts. 


II. Trial of Your Faith: I Peter: 1. 


Peter is writing to the “elect of the disper- 
sion.” The Roman Empire under Nero and 
others became the instrument of terrible perse- 
cutions. She was exerting all her mighty power 
to exterminate Christianity. Many of the Chris- 
tians were being put to death. Would those 
who remained alive become discouraged and give 
up their faith? He is encouraging them to have 
faith and a living hope of an eternal inheritance 
reserved for them in heaven. He salutes them 
with the words, “Grace and peace be multi- 
plied.” If any people needed “grace and peace” 
they certainly did. He tells them that they are 
“kept,” or guarded by the power of God through 
faith and can even rejoice in the midst of 
their grief and suffering. 


In verse seven we have the expression, “trial 
of your faith.” Faith must be tested to prove 
whether it is genuine or not. It is easy to say, 
or imagine, we have faith when everything is 
pleasant, but it is a tested faith that becomes 
“precious.” Think of how the faith of many 
of the “heroes of faith” was tested. Abraham’s 
faith received its severest test when he was told 
to offer up his son Isaac. 


When faith is tested it results in praise and 
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 
In Christ, Whom they love, they have joy un- 
speakable and full of glory. He suffered, too, 
and the glory which followed His suffering 
should encourage them in their sufferings. Their 
hope is in Him. While waiting for Him to ap- 
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pear they are to have hope and live lives worthy 
of their Saviour and Example. They were to 
be holy in all manner of living; “because it 
is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 


In verse eighteen he reminds them of the 
cost of their redemption; “Forasmuch as ye 
know that ye were not redeemed with corrupt- 
ible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 
conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ.” 
Our salvation is costly. It results in our being 
“born again,” not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liv- 
eth and abideth forever. Man is a creature 
whose flesh is as grass. It withers and dies, but 
the Word of God abides forever. Our faith and 
hope must be in God. His character and His 
promises furnish the foundation for faith. 


Peter is trying to get their minds off of 
themselves and centered upon Christ and eternal 
things. What a lesson for us! We are apt to 
let our minds dwell upon our trials and troubles 
and suffering and forget the greater and more 
precious things which concern our glorious sal- 
vation and the living hope which we have in 
Christ. 


III. Suffering As a Christian: I Peter 4:12-5:14. 

To suffer as a Christian is no “strange” ex- 
perience; many of God’s people have been great 
sufferers. This was true in Old Testament times; 
it has been true ever since. There have been 
periods of especially severe persecution, but 
there have been those who have been called upon 
to suffer in all ages. 


We should rejoice because we can share in 
the sufferings of Christ. Our joy will be even 
greater when His glory shall be revealed. If we 
suffer we shall reign with Him and share in 
the glory which will be His. We are “blessed,” 
or happy when we are reproached for the name 
of Christ. Is Peter thinking of the two Beati- 
tudes which state this? Certainly we find our- 
selves in company with many heroic men and 
women who have lived in the past. Let us be 
good witnesses for Him, suffering “as Chris- 
tians.”’ 


Suffering in itself may be neither a “blessed” 
nor profitable experience; we must “suffer as a 
Christian.” Many people today are suffering on 
account of their crimes. Our jails are full of 
such people. To suffer as an evildoer brings 
neither profit nor blessing. The phrase “as a 
Christian” may be looked at in two ways. It 
may mean, “because we are Christians.” These 
early Christians suffered because they were Chris- 
tians. If we suffer for the sake of Christ, we 
are blessed. To suffer “as a Christian” may mean, 
to bear our suffering with Christian fortitude. 
Peter and John and Paul rejoiced that they 
were counted worthy to suffer for His name’s 
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sake. When we bear our trials with patience 
we give a strong testimony to the power of 
Christ in our lives. Paul and Silas singing and 
praying while their backs were bleeding and 
their feet in the stocks was a striking testimony 
in the Philippian jail. 


Sometimes our suffering takes the form of 
chastisement. The church needs to be purified; 
we need correction. No chastisement is pleas- 
ant, but it can and should be profitable. Is it 
always so with us? 


Verse eighteen does not mean that there is 
any doubt about the righteous being saved. A 
good translation is, If the righteous be saved 
“with difficulty.” It is mot easy to save any- 
body. It cost the life-blood of the Son of God. 
To accept “free salvation” is difficult for a 
proud self-righteous man. To be saved a man 
must be born again. This is supernatural work. 


If it is the will of God for us to suffer, then 
let us commit ourselves to Him. He is our 
Creator and Redeemer. He loves us with an 
everlasting love. Let the suffering child find 
refuge in the arms of his Heavenly Father, Who 
understands, Who pities, and Who remembers 
that we are but dust. 


We should live for Him Who died for us, 
feeding the flock of God and be examples to 
all who believe. We are shepherds, and the 
Chief Shepherd is looking for faithful under- 


shepherds. We should “gird ourselves with hu- 
mility to serve one another.” Was Peter think- 
ing of the Master girding Himself with the towel 
and washing the feet of the disciples? 


Satan is at the bottom of many of the evils 
which befall the Christian. He is our “adver- 
sary.” We are to resist him in the faith. 


Peter exhorts us to cast all our care upon 
Him, (God), for He cares for us. 
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“Heroes In The Fight 
For The Lives Of Men” 


Hymn: “We Have A Story To Tell To The 
Nations” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 7:7-12; 9:1-8 

Hymn: “Am I A Soldier Of The Cross” 

Offering 

Hymn: “O For A Faith That Will Not Shrink” 


NOTE TO PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

(We are beginning a unit of four biographi- 
cal programs. It will not be possible in the space 
we have available to give more than a brief 
sketch of the lives of these people whom we 
shall be considering. You can make the pro- 
grams much more interesting and helpful by 
securing additional information from _ books, 
magazines, and well-informed persons. Presby- 
terian Youth contains an abundance of interest- 
ing and helpful material for these programs.) 
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LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: 

It has been demonstrated many times that 
an effective way to reach people for Christ is 
to minister to their physical sicknesses in His 
name. As a result of this truth we have medical 
missions. Mission hospitals and medical mis- 
sionaries are to be found throughout the earth 
.. . both in our homeland and in foreign coun- 
tries. In this program we shall look into the 
lives of two living heroes. Their heroism is in 
the field of medical missions, and their geo- 
graphic field is the continent of Africa. 

FIRST SPEAKER: 

Our first hero, or more properly, heroine, 
is Ellen Moore of Liberia. Miss Moore, who 
is now Mrs. Hopkins, is a home missionary, 
because she is a native of Liberia. Perhaps you 
know that Liberia was settled largely by freed 
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American slaves, and that its government is 
patterned almost exactly after the government of 
the United States. At present, there are two 
classes of Liberians, the descendants of the freed 
slaves, and the ‘“‘bush people” those who 
have always inhabited the land. This latter 
group is largely uncivilized. Ellen Moore is a 
real home missionary, because she is a “bush” 
Liberian. 

Ellen’s early education was received in an 
Episcopal mission school, but she was also 
trained in the savage tradition of her own tribal 
people. Due to ignorance, superstition, and bru- 
tality many Liberian mothers and infants die. 
Ellen witnessed these needless deaths, realizing 
all the while that there was something basically 
wrong about it. Her concern was so great that 
she wrote an American churchman seeking help. 

To make a long story short, she came to 
America to study nursing. She was not adequate- 
ly prepared to enter nursing school, so she had 
a very difficult period of study in basic prepara- 
tion. Finally she was admitted by the Lincoln 
Hospital School of Nursing in New York, and 
there made an outstanding record. In 1946 she 
went home to Liberia and established a ma- 
ternal and child welfare clinic. Judged by 
American standards, her clinic is very primitive 
but she has not lost a mother, and has lost very 
few infants. The most glorious part of her ac- 
complishment is that by saving the lives of 
women and children she has been able to win 
the confidence of her pagan kinspeople. Having 
won their confidence, she has led them to be- 
lieve in Chirst who can save their souls. 

SECOND SPEAKER: 

Our second hero could qualify for fame in 
any one of a number of fields. He is a phil- 
osopher, theologian, musician, author, and doc- 
tor. He has been highly honored by numbers 
of governments and by international organiza- 
tions. He is Dr. Albert Schweitzer (pronounced 
shvi’tsur) a medical missionary for forty-three 
years in French Equatorial Africa. 

He was born eighty-one years ago in Alsace, 
the son of a Lutheran pastor. As he progressed 
with his education, it became apparent that 
here was a five talent genius. He is the rare 
person who can do several things better than 
most experts can excel in their one specialty. 
It was possible for him to develop his inborn 
ability with the best education Europe had to 
offer. You can imagine then, how horrified his 
acquaintances were when he announced that 
he was going to Africa as a medical missionary. 
They thought he was going to waste all his 
ability and skill in the jungle. As a matter of 
fact, the jungle has not been able to mute his 
music or hide the light of his intellect. He is 
one of the truly great men of the world today. 
We Presbyterians cannot accept his liberal the- 
ology, but we can admire his genius and his 
dedication. 
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Any of his outstanding accomplishments 
would have established him as a great man in 
the eyes of the world, but the thing that has 
made him a hero is his dedication to healing 
the sick bodies of Africans in the name of Christ. 
His reason for giving himself in this service, 
according to his explanation, is his “reverence 
for life.” 
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One Minute Messages on Stewardship 

“There is a power, more recently acquired 
by man and very new to woman, through which 
Christians must learn to express their respon- 
sibility as stewards. This power is the full citi- 
zenship, the franchise which is rapidly becom- 
ing the universal power of all human beings, 
and its instrument is the ballot - every member 
of every Christian Church can make his Chris- 
tian faith and practices effective by his steward- 
ship, as a Cristian citizen, over his or her own 
ballot. This tremendous power may, like others, 
be laid away in the napkin of neglect, and so 
lost to the Kingdom of God on earth; or it may 
be surrendered to selfish and even evil needs, 
by casting it on Satan’s side. But it may be 
made a silent and mighty power, for righteous- 
ness in the hands of good Christian stewards, 
both men and women. What are you doing 
habitually with your ballot? Are you trying 
to use it rightly?” 

—From Mrs. Askew’s STEWARDSHIP FOR TODAY 


Our Home — Their Home 
(Shared With Two Students From China) 


I received a card last Mother’s Day from a 
Chinese girl. She came to the U. S. in (I think) 
1949 to get her Masters Degree at L. §. U. Our 
oldest daughter was in graduate school there. 
Through her we met Wen Yuen. She spent 
her time between semesters and many week 
ends in our home. She is now married, and 
they own their home in New Orleans. When 
they were married we had a duplicate of our 
oldest daughter’s wedding for her in the Metairie 
Church—she married in our daughter’s wedding 
dress. Well, we love her and her husband. We 
keep in touch with them and visit them just 
like our own children. They do not have any 
children, but they want to have a family. She 
went to a Presbyterian Mission School in China 
and joined the church when she was a little 
girl. 





From another one of our foreign student 
friends we received a picture with this notation 
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on back: To dearest Grandma and Grandpa 
Blake, Eugene, 15 months old, January, 1956. 


I just didn’t know how to put into words what 

I wanted to say, but I do thank God that He 

gave me the opportunity to have her in my 

home when she first came to this country and 

needed friends; we have had this baby’s mother 

in our home lots, in fact, she stayed with us 

one summer instead of going,to summer school 

while she was working on her Masters Degree, 

but the joy and pleasure she has given us just 

can’t be put into words. She is from Shanghai 

and has not heard from her family in some 

time. We like to think our home is her home 
and try to make her feel that way. 

Mrs. George J. Blake 

Jasper, Texas, former president, 

Women of the Church, 

Synod of Louisiana 





SOME REASONS WHY 
I Must Be About My Father's Business 


Because I committed myself to doing His 
business when I accepted Christ as My Saviour 
and Lord. 

I delight to do thy will, O my God. 


Because Christ gave His life that all men might 
be saved. 
The love of Christ constraineth me. 


Because it is imperative that a man knows and 
accepts Christ as Saviour, if he is to be saved. 
Neither is there salvation in any other. 


Because I have an appointed task to do in the 
Kingdom which no other can do for me. 
I have chosen you that ye should 
go and bring forth fruit. 


Because there is an unprecedented hungering for 
God’s Word, and Christ has said to me - 
Give ye them to eat. 


Because the very urgency of the times demands 
that I be at my Father’s business. I am sure 
of having only today. 

Ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 

Because of my responsibility to my home, and of 
my desire for the best for all who are in 
my home. 

As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord. 


Because I must set a Christian example to those 
who will follow, so that I may say — 
Be ye imitators of me, even as I am of Christ. 


Because Christ commanded it. 
Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. 


Because doing His will strengthens my faith and 
gives me courage to stand fast in His love. 
They go from strength to strength. 
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Because our world, our nation, and our Church 
are crying out “Advance!” 
Speak unto the children of 
Israel that they go forward. 


Because I must meet crisis with advance, 
answering His call — 
“FOLLOW ME.” 





Facing Criticism 

\braham Lincoln once said, “If I tried to 
read, much less answer, all the criticisms made 
of me, and all the attacks leveled against me, 
this office would have to be closed for all other 
business. I do the best I know how, the very 
best I can. And I mean to keep on doing this, 
down to the very end. If the end brings me out 
all wrong, then ten angels swearing I had been 
right would make no difference. If the end 
brings me out all right, then what is said against 
me now will not amount to anything.” 


Church News 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 





The General Fund Agencies 
Budget for 1956 $846,581.00 


Received from Jan. 15th through 


June 30, 1956 200,394.04 


Percentage of annual budget 


received to date 23.7 
Balance needed for the year 646,186.96 
Interchurch Agencies 
Budget for 1956 $21,495.00 

Received from Jan. 15th through 

June 30, 1956 6,253.62 
Percentage of annual budget received 

to date 29.00 
Balance needed for the year 15,241.38 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer 





Our Flying Doctor of the Congo 


Yesterday (July 1) when I noticed Dr. and 
Mrs. Mark Poole’s names in Day By Day, I 
reached for the latest number (July) of the 
Readers’ Digest, to verify my guess. Yes, there 
it is, a four page article, with illustrations, en- 
thusiastically describing the work of OUR Dr. 
Poole in the Congo. The writer mentions by 
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on the staff, and the names of the givers in our 
home church who made this great work pos- 
sible. But what captures most the imagination 
of the author, is the fact that Dr. Poole navi- 
gates his own plane. 


Presbyterians who never read a missionary’s 
letter (too dry), nor a missionary’s report in 
our church papers (not important) may sit 
up and take notice, when they see a secular 
magazine, with a circulation of ten million, 
considering as NEWS the medical missions of 
their own church. Frank A. Brown. 


Missionary Furloughs 


Nashville — Rev. and Mrs. William T. Mulcay 
and family of our Congo Mission arrived in this 
country on June 18 for their regular furlough. 

Mr. Muleay is a native of Augusta, Ga., and 
is a graduate of Columbia Bible College and Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary. He is a member of 
Augusta-Macon Presbytery. 

Mrs. Mulcay is the former Miss Jean Blackwell. 
She was born in Atlanta, Ga., but she considers 
Augusta, Ga., her home. She is a graduate of 
Columbia Bible College. 


Rev. and Mrs. Lachlan C. Vass, Jr., and family 
of our Congo Mission are now in the United States 
for their regular furlough. They arrived in this 
country June 27. 

Mr. Vass considers Chattanooga, Tenn., his home, 
though he was born in Germantown, Tenn. He 
received his education at Davidson College and 
Louisville Seminary, and is a member of Knoxville 
Presbytery. 

Mrs. Vass is the former Miss Winifred Kellers- 
berger, the daughter of former missionaries of 
our Church in the Congo. She is a graduate of 
Agnes Scott College and is a member of the Second 
Presbyterian Church of Richmond, Va. The couple 
have four daughters whose ages range between 
14% to 3 years of age. They plan to make their 
home in Decatur, Ga., during this furlough year. 


Miss Willodene Smith of our North Brazil Mis- 
sion arrives in the United States about July 5 for 
her regular furlough. 

Miss Smith is a native of Charlotte, N. C. She 
attended Montreat College, and is a graduate of 
Queens College. 


Dr. and Mrs. William Rule and family of our 
Congo Mission are scheduled to arrive in this coun- 
try about the middle of July for their regular fur- 
lough. Upon arrival in New York the Rules will 
proceed to Athens, Ga., where they will stay dur- 
ing July and August. After September 1, they 
will make their home in Knoxville, Tenn. 


Miss Mary Elizabeth (Betty) Tenley of our East 
Brazil Mission is scheduled to arrive in this coun- 
try the end of this month for her regular fur- 
lough. 

Miss Tenley is a native of Pineville, Ky., and is 
a member of the Moore Memorial Church there. 
She will make Pineville her home during this fur- 
lough year. 


Mr. and Mrs. Eric S. Bolton and family of our 


Congo Mission are expected to arrive in the United 
States July 9 for their regular furlough. 
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Upon arrival in New York the Boltons will pro- 
ceed to Wooster, Ohio, where they will be during 
the year of their furlough. 


Miss Marion Wilcox of our Formosa Mission 
expects to arrive in this country for her regular 
furlough at the end of this month. Upon her arrival 
in California, she will go to Charlotte, N. C., where 
her friends will find her during this furlough year. 


Dr. and Mrs. James Boyce and their family of 
our Mexico Mission are scheduled to arrive in this 
country by July 1 for their regular furlough. Dr. 
Boyce considers Dade City, Fla., home. 


Miss Margaret Archibald of our Japan Mission 
is due to arrive in this country in July for her 
regular furlough. Upon her arrival in the United 
States she plans to proceed to Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Miss Margaret Pritchard of our Korea Mission 
is scheduled to return to this country in July for 
her regular furlough. After September 1 she will 
make her home at Mission Court during her fur- 
lough year. 


Following their regular furlough, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jule Spach and family of our North Brazil Mission 
expect to return to the field in July. While on 
furlough the Spachs were in Durham, N. C., where 
he was doing graduate work at Duke University. 


Rev. and Mrs. Milton Daugherty of our East 
Brazil Mission are scheduled to leave this country 
July 10 for Brazil following their furlough here. 
The Daughertys direct the Language and Orienta- 
tion School for missionaries in Campinas, Brazil. 


Rev. and Mrs. T. K. Morrison of our Congo 
Mission are scheduled to return to the field in July 
following their furlough in the United States. 


Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Shive of our Congo Mission 
expect to return to that country in July after their 
regular furlough in the United States. 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham — World mission opportunities in 
Korea were discussed May 29 by Dr. John E. 
Bryan, Birmingham Chamber of Commerce man- 
ager, when he was guest speaker at Third Presby- 
terian Church. 


The congregation of First Presbyterian Church 
enjoyed a Family Retreat May 28, at Fresh Air 
Farm on Shades Mountain. 


The Caravan Class of the Woodlawn Presby- 
terian Church. recently honored its teacher Edgar 
Van Keuren for more than 20 years of service. 
The name of the class has been changed to the 
Edgar Van Keuren Class, and a framed portrait 
of “Mr. Van” has been hung in the Sunday School 
room. Mr. Van Keuren is an elder in the church 
and is a senior partner in the architectural firm 
of Van Keuren, Davis and Co. of Birmingham. 


Shades Valley Presbyterian Church was the host 
for the May rally for the Men of the Birmingham 
Presbytery. At a dinner meeting, John J. Deifell 
of Greensboro, N. C., president of the executive 
committee of the Assembly Men’s Council, spoke 
on the subject “Christ in Your Home and Business.” 


U. S. Marine Corps Reservists of the Third 105 
millimeter Howitzer Battalion were addressed June 
10 by the Rev. J. Ernest Somerville, who spoke 
on “The Faith That Conquers.” Rev. Somerville 
is minister of the Central Park Presbyterian 
Church. There are approximately 130 Reservists. 
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GEORGIA 


Augusta-Macon Presbytery, at its adjourned 
meeting, at Milledgeville, Ga., June 11, 1956, took 
the following action concerning Rev. H. E. Iverson: 


Be it resolved, that, 


Whereas the Rev. H. E. Iverson has honestly 
and forthrightly declared his inability to comply 
with the instructions of Presbytery given at 
its Winter Meeting on January 17, 1956, at 
which time he requested that ‘ presbytery accept 
my resignation’; 


Whereas there is no provision in our Book 
of Church Order for such action by Presbytery; 


Whereas there has been no question raised 
regarding the morals or character of Mr. 
Iverson; 


Therefore: in accordance with Paragraph 263 
of our Book of Church Order, be it known that 
as of this date that the Rev. H. E. Iverson is 
divested without censure of his office as a min- 
ister in the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States.” 


The “instructions of Presbytery” 
to were: 

1. That Presbytery take recognition of the 
fact that Rev. H. E. Iverson has refused to 
deal with the Commission on the Minister and 
His Work, charged by Presbytery on October 
18, 1955, to study the work being done by Mr. 
Iverson and to bring in recommendations con- 
cerning it. 


above referred 


2. That Presbytery grant Mr. Iverson an ad- 
ditional extension of time to labor outside the 
bounds of Presbytery for two months (until 
March 17, 1956) with the understanding that 
no further extension will be granted by Pres- 
bytery. 

3. That Presbytery direct Mr. Iverson not to 
conduct any religious services in the general lo- 
cality of a Presbyterian, U. S., Church within 
or without the bounds of Augusta-Macon Pres- 
bytery without the expressed invitation or ap- 
proval of the Session of that Presbyterian, U. S., 
Church. 

Vernon A. Crawfard, 
Stated Clerk 


Synod at Miseissippi 


__ The Synod of Mississippi met June 26th through 
28th, and the following outstanding events trans- 
pired. 


The Rev. T. T. Williams of Tunica was elected 
moderator at the Tuesday evening session. The 
other officials of the Synod of Mississippi were the 
Rev. R. P. Richardson, Jr., temporary clerk; the 
Rev. E. G. Boyce, permanent clerk; the Rev. R. E. 
Hough, stated clerk; and the Rev. B. I. Anderson, 
publicity clerk. 


Reporting were the following committees: 


The Hon. Frank Everett reported on the Palmer 
Orphanage; Dr. G. T. Gillespie, Higher Education 
and Church Relations; the Rev. Thomas §. Jones, 
Council of Higher Education; the Rev. W. E. 
Pleasants, Montreat Association, and Dr. John Reed 
Miller, Stewardship and Finance. 


The Synod was pleased to receive the morning 
sermon, which was preached a the Rev. T. H. 
McDill, Professor of Practical Theology, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, ae 
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The Synod of Mississippi relinquished its con- 
trol of the Palmer Orphanage and conveyed all 
its interests in the Palmer Orphanage to the First 
Presbyterian Church of Columbus, with no strings 
attached. This conveyance is to be executed on 
or after October 1, 1956. The Synod commended 
the Rev. William Sistar for his devoted, courage- 
ous and dedicated service as superintendent of 


the orphanage for the past five years. 


On behalf of the Belhaven expansion program, 
Dr. McFerren Crow, President of Belhaven, pre- 
sented at the Wednesday evening session Dr. 
Theodore A. Distler, Executive Director, Associa- 
tion of American Colleges, who spoke on the sub- 
ject “Christian Higher Education.” 


The closing session of Synod included the re- 
ceiving of the resignation of the Rev. R. E. Hough, 
stated clerk for the Synod of Mississippi. Dr. 
Hough has been in continuous active service, hav- 
ing held, in addition to his pastorate, duties in 
the Presbytery and Synod continuously from 1917. 


The Synod of Mississippi received an invitation 
to hold its 1957 meeting at Southwestern in Mem- 
phis. The invitation was gratefully received and 
unanimously accepted. 


International Exchange — An exchange of pul- 
pits will take place with an Arkansas minister in 
Nova Scotia and a minister of the Canadian Pres- 
byterian Church, in Forrest City, Arkansas for a 
month this summer. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Henry E. Acklen and their 
sons, Andrew and John, of Forrest City will be 
the guests of the Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Sydney Mines, Nova Scotia from mid- July through 
mid-August. During that same period the Rev. 
Douglas Wilson and his family will visit the mid- 
South area and the Rev. Mr. Wilson will supply 
the pulpit of the Graham Memorial Church of 
Forrest City, July 22 - August 12. 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — Elected to serve on the Presby- 
terian Synod of Louisiana Youth Council were: 
Miss Emma Leah Young, treasurer; William Burge, 
president; both of New Orleans. W illiam Bradford, 
Moder: ator Shreveport; Warren Williamson, vice- 
moderator, Baton Rouge: Florence Beatty, stated 
clerk, Ab be ville; Annette Van Peene, historian, 
Minden. They were named at the 32nd annual 
Young People’s Conference held at Silliman Col- 
lege, Clinton, La. It was also announced that 47 
Presbyterian young people from Louisiana will 
attend a leadership training school in Texas this 
week. 


TENNESSEE 


Memphis — Southwestern at Memphis, which 
college has yr focused interest on studies of 
international affairs, will receive a grant of $35,000 
from th Gatimate Corporation of New York, the 
foundation announced. 


The Southwestern grant, to be used for further- 
ance of the college’s program of international 
studies, is one of 10 grants amounting to almost 
three quarters of a million dollars. 


Dr. Peyton N. Rhodes, president of the college, 
said that the Carnegie grant recognizes the stra- 
tegic location of Memphis in international trade as 
a world center of cotton and hardwood lumber, 
along with the advantages of the existing Interna- 
tional Center. 

“This is the second time the corporation has 
furnished funds to implement an outstanding be- 
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ginning at Southwestern. Many years ago the 
college received a substantial grant which enabled 
us to initiate the tutorial system of instruction. 
This has been expanded and continues effectively. 


“Southwestern is the only college in the South 
and one of the few in the nation offering this 
type of instruction. It will also be a leader in a 
new undergraduate international studies program.” 


Professors who will direct the program will be 
talph Hon, professor of economics; Thomas M. 
Lowry, Jr., professor of History and Government; 
David M. Amacker, professor of political science; 
and Ross Pritchard, professor of international 
studies. 





Pity the Children 


j. Edgar Hoover recently issued the following 
statement: 


“After reviewing the thousands of case his- 
tories which have poured into the FBI, I am 
firmly convinced that there are two factors in 
our outlook which if not checked will plunge 
us headlong into national decadence. 


“The first is the failure of the home itself as 
the first classroom and second, our national in- 
difference toward evil influences in our life 
which are beyond the immediate control of 
parents. 


“Criminals are not born. They are the 
products of neglect, the victims of indifference, 
the results of an age which has tossed morality 
in the junk yard. Moral chaos and crime run 
hand in hand as they eagerly attempt to destroy 
peace, order and happiness. 


“Unhappily, there are many homes where 
parents are untrained in their obligations to 
their offspring; . . . where unguarded talk is as 
regular as three meals a day; . . . where respect 
tor authority and criticism of officials are com- 
mon occurrences; where childish indepen- 
uence is encouraged and refractory conduct is 
condoned; . . . where breaches of discipline and 
antisocial whims are overlooked; . . . and where 





God and religion are considered too old-fash- 
soned in an age dedicated to materialism. 


“The children of such homes need help. The 
gunday Schools can do much and are doing 
much to bring God and religion into the starved 
souls of these youngsters.” 





Mania for Double Earnings 


Dr. Henry Schultze, former president of Cal- 
vin College, wrote a thoughtful article in The 
Banner on the above subject. He said: 


“There are women who go out of the home 
to work for the support of those economically 
dependent upon them. Various situations may 
call for such a program. And we must take off 
our hats to those who engage in a kind of work 
that enables them to maintain their homes... . 
But I am interested here primarily in the pro- 
gram of women who leave their homes in an 
effort to secure double earnings for the family. 
This, of course, is far more disastrous for the 
home. . . . We want to have the latest and best 
in cars, television sets, and so on. We must 
keep up with the Joneses that we and our chil- 
dren may not develop an inferiority complex. 
But we are paying altogether too much for our 
costly homes, cars, and television sets, if they 
cost us the price of real home life. And, it is 
feared, is precisely the cost of this craze for 
double earnings.” 





Neglecting the Children 

According to Washington Religious Report, 
child neglect is one of the growing problems of 
the day. There are reported to be 40,000 
mothers in Washington, D. C. who leave chil- 
dren to come to the city and work in govern- 
ment offices. They do not see their small chil- 
dren for three days in a row. There are 60,000 
pre-school children who are neglected in this 
fashion due to the fact that there are day-care 





YEAR FOR THREE YEARS 
($2,000.00). 


Character . . . Need Ability 


did awards. 





Ten Nine-Hundred Dollar Scholarships Awarded 
Montreat College 


This is an eventful experience in the history of Montreat College. Five hundred dollars ($500.00) 
of each scholarship will be awarded to the selected student and four hundred dollars ($400.00) of 
each scholarship will apply to the additional expenses of educating one student per year. 

THE STUDENT WINNING ONE OF THE SCHOLARSHIPS MAY HAVE IT RENEWED EACH 
SO THAT IT AMOUNTS TO TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS 


THE BASIS OF AWARDING THESE SCHOLARSHIPS 


High School Record 
Living and Service to the Church as a Church Musician, a Church Secretary, a Church Worker. 
We earnestly invite ministers and others to help us find the worthy young women for these splen- 


Write: George A. Anderson, Vice President 
Montreat College 
Montreat, North Carolina 


Promise of Effective Christian 
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for only 1,795. This situation is serious in its 
effect on the rising generation. In many cases 
it seems unavoidable. Mothers find it necessary 
to work because the fathers are away in military 
service, or there is divorce, sickness, or some 
other problem. In some cases, however, it is 
merely a desire for additional family income be- 
yond actual requirements that causes mothers 
to take a job and neglect their children. One 
day they may discover there are some things 
more important than dollars. 





OUR WEEKLY SERMON 


An old photographer who is an earnest Chris- 
tian loves to tell the story of a field trip he 
made back in the 1920's. 


Together with other amateur photographers, 
he set out one afternoon to get some views of 
Pontoosuc Lake, a lovely sheet of water nestling 
between the hills north of Pittsfield, Mass. 


Reaching a good vantage spot, they placed 
sheir cameras in position and took some pic- 
cures. At first they noticed a strange spot on 
the lake, which at that distance looked like a 
small island, but when they looked again it 
had disappeared. 


When they returned to their hotel and de- 
veloped the pictures, the little spot was dis- 
tinctly marked. Being curious to understand 
its nature, they examined it through a power- 
ful magnifying glass, and there saw a complete 
reproduction of a drowning scene. There was 





an overturned boat, and a man clinging to the 
stern, while the head of another man was just 
visible above the water nearby. 


While they were examining the picture a 
man arrived at the hotel and reported that a 
boating accident had occurred that afternoon 
and two men had been drowned. The photog- 
raphers had been too far away from the lake 
to distinguish the incident, but the camera had 
made all clear to them afterward. 


“And,” continues the photographer, “it is so 
in moral and spiritual things also. The meaning 
of events that puzzle us now and lead skeptics 
to dispute the existence of a loving God, will 
beyond the grave be made plain to the man 
who trusts where he cannot understand now 
because he is too far away.” 


Many things were hidden even from the com- 
panions of Jesus so that they perceived them 
not (Luke 9:45), but afterward the Holy Spirit 
taught them, and brought “all things to their 
remembrance” (John 14:26). 
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Moody Bible Story Book 


NOW SELLING AT $3.95 
Large, clear, easy-to-read type 
639 pages (6x9 inches) 
164 two-color illustrations 
Over 400 stories in short chapters 
Attractive full-color jacket 
ORDER FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Our Presbyterian Heritage 


Last year the Southern Presbyterian Journal sponsored a sym- 
posium on the Reformed Faith. Addresses were made by a group 
of outstanding Presbyterians and all who attended gave enthusiastic 


Without in any measure competing with any other program in 
our church a similar symposium will be held this year, again plac- 
ing its emphasis on our Presbyterian heritage. 


THe Time—August 15th — 10:00 A. M. 
THe PLAcE—Weaverville, N. C. 
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Investment: 


Consider These Advantages Of 
Our Annuity-Gifts: 


1. Security Of Principal And Income. 


Not a penny lost or a payment delayed in over fifty years of 
operation. 


i) 


. Good Return. 


A guaranteed income for life, ranging from 3% to 7.4%, de- 
pending on age of annuitant. 


3. Substantial Income Tax Savings. 
Both on the principal amount of your gift and on the income. 


4. A Gift To Foreign Missions. 


The principal amount will be used ultimately for Foreign Mission 


Work. 


Write today for full particulars regarding these and other ad- 
vantages of our Annuity-Gift Plan. Address: 









CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BoarRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
"To Foreign Misstons a Share” 





In Making Your Next 
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“EASTWARD TO ASIA" brings you 
scenes never before on any screen...Filmed 
; against a background as wide as the. 
world itself... amid settings as timeless 
as the unchanging East. 
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alt 


DESTINED TO BECOME 


The Most Significant 
Evangelical Film Of Our Day! 


mage SPECIAL NOTE TO DIRECTORS OF BIBLE 
CONFERENCES AND SUMMER ASSEMBLIES: 


It is not too late to add ‘‘EASTWARD TO 
ASIA"’ to your program. Through special 
arrangements, it can be available to you 


immediately. Write or phone today. 


ta aliacnectineaisoe 





5.9 [SWlyGrahaw EVANGELISTIC FILMS, INC 
. ‘9 627 C Ww 


he story of 
BILLY GRAHAM'S 
world tour 
in the July Reader’s Digest 
is now yours to see 
in a thrilling new 
motion picture 





* Travel with Billy Graham and the Team 
through 30,000 miles of modern missionary 
miracies. 


* Witness heart stirring proof of the power of 
Gospel Evangelism in tands half a world away. 


*% See Billy Graham preach to multiplied thou- 
sands in India—Hong Kong—Philippines— 
Formosa—Japan—Korea—Hawaii. 


WATCH FOR “EASTWARD TO ASIA” IN YOUR CITy 7 
UN 


u gin 


FOR IMMEDIATE BOOKINGS: | 


acticut Ave., N 
Washington 8, D.C 





COlumbia 5-1070 








